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Day-O: The Banana Boat Song September 5, 2026
Jamaican (traditional)
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Lessons: Using pinkie on all 4's. Striving toward a Caribbean beat. Clean notes on high frets. 

Composer’s Corner: Work songs are a tradition in most all music. Here, workers are stacking bananas
all night long and are exhausted. What work do you do that feels like drudgery? Write that song.

D

1 23

23 jœ œ jœœ jœœ œ jœ
Day
Day

light
light

come
come and

and
me
me

..œœ Jœœ ˙̇

3 3
2 2 2

3

3 3
2
3

2
3

2
3..20 2

0
2
0

D

1 23

24 œœ œ œ œ œ
wan
wan

na
na

go
go

home.
home.

˙̇̇ ˙̇

0
3
0

3

0
2 3

0
3

22
2
0

2
0

A

1 2 3

D

1 23

25 œœœœœ œ œ œ

3

3
2
2
2
0

2
2

2

A 7

1 11 2

26
wwww gggggg

3
2
0

10
7
7
0

D

1 23

-
-

2 Day-O: The Banana Boat Song


