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I thought 1 heard the Cap-tain say, Pay me my mo-ney down. To -
wish [ was the boss'-s  son. Pay me my mo-ney down. I'd
wish I was the boss'-s  son. Pay me my mo-ney down. I'd
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mor - row is my sail - ing day. Pay me my mo-ney down.
stay in side and drink good rum. Pay me my mo-ney down.
sit 'n  watch the work get done. Pay me my mo-ney down.
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2 Pay Me My Money Down
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Pay me, oh pay me, pay me my mo-ney down. Pay me or go to jail

Pay me, oh pay me, pay me my mo-ney down. Pay me or go to jail

Pay me, oh pay me, pay me my mo-ney down. Pay me or go to jail
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Pay me my mo-ney down. I
Pay me my mo-ney down. I
Pay me my mo-ney down.
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Lessons: Rests and eighth notes on the first beat of a measure. Arpeggios as basslines. Complex
rhythms between melody and arpeggios. Percussive techniques.

Composer’s Corner: This song would have been sung by workers on the docks in the West Indies and
through a long tangled history ended up in a Bruce Springsteen concert. Musicians are sometimes
criticized for ignoring music from other cultures, and sometimes criticized for doing music from other
cultures incorrectly. Dive into your culture and rewrite the lyrics with something meaningful to you.
Maybe Bruce will sing your version someday? (Probably not.)



